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famous young " premier " in Paris, Fernand Gravey,
is the son of the unforgettable Mertens who played
the old mattre d'hotel with us here, and who,
unhappily, died during the run of the play.
Before falling ill, Mertens asked me whether I
would be the godmother at the Confirmation of his
little son Fernand. It is the custom in the Roman
Catholic Church for every child to have a godmother
at his or her Confirmation. I accepted with pleasure.
When I went to Paris a few years later to play in
Romance, I found, to my surprise and delight, that
the part of the grandson, " Harry/1 was going to
be played by my own godson, Fernand.
I enjoyed my week in Lyon from every point of
view ; in the first place, when touring in France with
a Paris management, it is the manager who makes
all the arrangements for the accommodation of the
company, so one has not the trouble of looking for
rooms. Secondly, added to the salary, one is given
a settled daily sum called indemnite de sejour to
compensate the extra expense one is forcibly put
to, when living away from home.
Lyon itself was of great interest to me personally,
as there are so many Roman remains there. When
I went up the funiculaire to Notre Dame de
Fourviere, which is well known for its riches and the
wonderful view one gets from its summit, I wondered
how .many of my own countrymen had, in the past,
trod that same way.
The name of Notre Dame de Fourvi&re, which as
well as a beauty site is also the goal of thousands
of pilgrims every year, derives its origin from Forum
Vetus. On this spot stood a Roman forum, over
which in the ninth century was built a small chapel.